Three Habitat homes under construction in Chico
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Students from Pleasant Valley High School help raise the walls on a Habitat for Humanity home...
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CHICO -- More than 100 people gathered May 8 to raise the walls on several new homes under the Habitat for Humanity project name, Habitat Greens. 

The three homes at East 16th and D streets will be the result of cooperation between many local groups and organizations. Deemed sweat-equity housing, the project also enlists the muscle-power of the families that will live in the houses. 

The families chosen for the homes include Mini and Raju Bhatka and their three children; Arlene Barron and her three sons; and Juan Garcia Vega, his wife Erika Placencia and their three children. 

The Youth Build home is being constructed by Pleasant Valley High School Regional Occupational Program students, with Butte College and Chico State University students. 

The Women Build home is being constructed by a team of women led by Jayne Ragland, who orchestrated the first Women Build home project in Chico, near the same location as these homes. The all-woman team finished the home in 2007. 

The Community Build home is a combined effort of businesses and churches. AmeriCorps volunteers were also helping on this house Saturday. Lowe's Home Improvement Warehouse has contributed $40,000 in funding and volunteer work for this house. 

The project was launched last Saturday with supportive words from Butte County Supervisor Jane Dolan and Chico Mayor Ann Schwab. 

Habitat for Humanity executive director Darlene Giampaoli noted it was the first time in Butte County that three homes have 

been started at once. Seven houses are planned in total on the property. 

The local chapter has been in existence since 1993, and has built 13 homes in Butte County, she said. 

Habitat for Humanity received a grant from PG&E that will allow it to install $15,000 rooftop solar panels on each house for the creation of power. 

The city allocated $132,000 in 2003 in federal housing funds for the acquisition of the one-acre property, and later committed $480,000 in Redevelopment Agency funds for the development of the property. 

The county assisted by extending D Street from 16th Street to 19th Street. 

The Federal Home Loan Bank and Golden Valley Bank are assisting the project as well. 

Donations can be made to the project online at www.buttehabitat.org or mail checks to Habitat for Humanity of Butte County, 220 Meyers St., Chico 95928. 

Donors can indicate in the memo line where their contribution should go: ROP program, Community Build or Women Build. 

Volunteers are also needed to help with the construction on all homes as they are built throughout the summer. Volunteers can contact the program at 343-7423 or by e-mail at info@buttehabitat.org.

